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1. DURING A MEETING WITH MISSION OFFICERS, KLAUS MEYER, 
DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EC COMMISSION, REVIEWED 
THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE. HE RECALLED 
THAT AT THE JULY MEETING IN ROME A DECISION ON THE NEXT 
MEETING OF THE EURO- ARAB EXPERTS HAD BEEN LEFT IN ABEYANCE 
WITH THE COMMUNIQUE SIMPLY NOTING THAT "BOTH SIDES 
RECOMMEND A MEETING OF EXPERTS IN NOVEMBER 1975". THE 
EC SIDE HAD MAINTAINED THAT IT COULD NOT AGREE TO THE 
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GENERAL COMMISSION (WHICH MEYER DESCRIBED AS THE 
"CODE WORD" FOR POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS), WHILE THE 
ARABS INSISTED THAT THEY HAD NO MANDATE TO AGREE 
TO ANOTHER MEETING AT THE EXPERT LEVEL. MEYER 
SAID THAT THE EC IS THEREFORE WAITING FOR A DECISION 
FROM THE ARAB SIDE WHICH HE ANTICIPATES WILL EMERGE 
FROM THE OCTOBER MEETING OF THE ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL. 

2. IN THE MEANTIME THE EC EXPERTS WHO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE VARIOUS WORKING GROUPS OF THE DIALOGUE ARE 
CONTINUING TECHNICAL PREPARATIONS FOR A NOVEMBER 
MEETING. IN ADDITION, HE SAID THAT THE EC EXPERTS 
COMMITTEE (WHICH REPORTS TO THE EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS) 
HAS SCHEDULED A MEETING FOR ROME ON SEPTEMBER 30 
WHERE THEY EXPECT TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION OF WHAT 
TO DO IF THE ARABS PERSIST IN THEIR DEMAND FOR A 
GENERAL COMMISSION MEETING. MEYER CHARACTERIZED THE 
RECENT DISCUSSIONS ON THIS ISSUE BY EC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS IN VENICE AS INCONCLUSIVE; HIS PERSONAL 
IMPRESSION IS THAT MOST OF THE MEMBER STATES ARE 
"NOT TOO KEEN" ON AGREEING TO A MEETING OF THE 
GENERAL COMMISSION. IN MEYER'S 

VIEW, THE SUGGESTION THAT THE GENERAL COMMISSION COULD 
MEET WITHOUT GETTING INTO POLITICAL SUBJECTS (APPARENTLY 
PUT FORWARD AT THE VENICE MEETING) LACKED CREDIBILITY 
SINCE IT WOULD BE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO AVOID 
POLITICAL SUBJECTS IF AMBASSADORS WERE PRESENT. 
GREENWALD 
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